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Globetrotter
Who said you had to cross a border in order to find a 
truly exotic destination? Souks en Sauna brings par-
adise a little closer to home. After you have enjoyed 
the beneficial effects of Asian massages, a Nordic 
sauna visit or an Arabian hammam treatment, you 
can spend the night in an authentic Mongolian yurt (a 
dwelling structure used by nomads) in the back yard. 
If you want the full experience, you can even stay for 
dinner at the Souks en Sauna restaurant, where only 
fresh ingredients are used to create the international 
menu. Those with less time can also sneak out for a 
little visit to the spa, which is not just for in-house 
guests. There are several interesting overnight formu-
las, which include a massage and tajine lunch.
16/2 Sint-Pietersstraat, Meerbeke, tel 054.567.075,  
www.souksensauna.be

Fashion victim
If you love Antwerp for its authentic charm, as well 
as its endless supply of original designers and fashion-
able boutiques, Hotel Banks, above, offers you the 
best of both worlds. Close to the old city centre, it has 
a view of the cosy Vrijdagmarkt and is right next to 
Modenatie and MoMu (Antwerp’s fashion museum). 
True fashion addicts will enjoy staying close to their 
favourite designers such as Dries Van Noten and Yohji 
Yamamoto. And design will surround them even at 
night, because the spacious rooms are filled with care-
fully selected objects and colourful art.
55 Steenhouwersvest, Antwerp, tel 03.232.40.02,  
www.hotelbanks.be

Luxury kitten

If you are a spoiled princess (or aim to impress one) 
there’s no place like the Château des Thermes, 
below. Everything about this castle is grand, elegant 
and refined: from the imperial suites with colour and 
music therapy baths, to the top-notch restaurant where 
you are expected to dress formally at night. And if that 
is not sufficiently deluxe for you, then take a visit to 
the thermal spa, with its saunas, hammams and pools 
filled with Chaudfontaine spring water. You’ll leave 
feeling more beautiful than ever, and expecting a ride 
on a white horse with a handsome prince.
9 Rue Hauster, Chaudfontaine, tel 04.367.80.67,  
www.chateaudesthermes.be
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